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THE ARGUMENT: 


Ir is not the only object of this Ode to celebrate the ſingular huma- 
nity of the Man to whoſe fame it is conſecrated : The Guardian Care 
of Heaven over all good men 1s deſcribed ; and Mr. HowarD is, in 
ſome meaſure, conſidered as at once fulfilling the gracious deſigns of 
Providence, and repreſenting the Genius of the preſent Age; in which 
Human Nature, more enlightened than at any former period of Society, 
returns, with a fenſible and pleaſing current, from barbarous prejudices 
and antipathies, to the ſimplicity and natural benevolence of primitive 
and patriarchal times. This happy change is aſcribed to the progreſs of 
Truth natural and moral, agreeably to Scripture, experience, and the 


nature of things. 


Ir the Heathen Mythology, in which the various powers of nature 
and Fate are repreſented by fabulous divinities, gives dignity and anima- 
tion to the compoſitions of the poet, much more do the ſacred myſte- 
ries of the true religion. It will therefore be readily excuſed, if ſo many 
alluſions are made to the doctrines, ſentiments, and idiom of the ſacred 
Scriptures ; whoſe phraſeology, at the ſame time that it is familiar and 
intelligible 10 the moſt ignorant, is ſo natural, noble, and affecting, that 
it cannot but pleaſe the moſt learned reader. For it is univerſally allow— 
ed that the inſpired writers, particularly thoſe of the Old Teſtament, aſ- 
ſume the moſt majeſtic freedom of imagination, and ſeize the grandeſt 
images to be found in the whole circle of nature, 
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Way this ſudden, ſacred dread; 
Shake my limbs, and beats my breaſt ? 
Horrors chill freeze on my head, 

My heart with terrors ſtrange oppreſt ! 
Powers ſpiritual are near, 


Though their form do not appear * 
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The arm of Gop is ſtretch'd 0 ; 


We bbes the Earth for fear. 


O Thou ſuſtain, whoſe breath exiſtence: gave ! 


Not mightier to deſtroy than powerful to ſave. 


II. 
Thus the Eaſtern Hermit *. 


Rapt in viſions of the night; | 'S$ 


Thund'ring ſounds the mountains Mute, 
Aweful ſcenes burſt on his ſight ! 


On raven wings, -athwatt the ſkies; © 


The King of Terrors proudly flies, 
And aims his dart at every Vert, 


And drinks up human ſighs. 


Not all the blood of man im battle ſlain- 


Delights the fiend like fear anticipating pain. 
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But this is no hoſtile "= | | 
Whoſe ſweet ſtrin gs melodious play > 3 
Air reſounds and forms of fire 
Float in dazzling ſtreams of day: 
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Ha! what angels on the wing 

F ragrance fragrance round me fling ? 

See, whirls a car * from regions g 

And Heaven's manſions ring. 

Death heard the found; his jav'lins' thinner fell! 
As he retreated flow back to the gates of hell. 


v.. 
Twas the guard of HowARD good,. 
Pilgrim Goon BRITANNIA“s land, 
That pour'd forth | the vital. flood, 


Heralds of Diviiie command ; 


By gracious Heaven ofdain'd t' attend 


The Man to all; Mankind the friend; 
To ſhield his breaſt from every peſt 


To earth's and ocean's end: 


unn bar | tt 4 


* The chariots of God are twenty thouſand, even thouſands of | angels: the 


Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the holy places.“ Pſalm Ixviii. 


« Who maketh the clouds his chariot; who walketh on the wings of the wind.. 


e Who maketh his angels ſpirits; his minifters.a flaming fire.” Pſalm civ. - 


While. 


While to the direful dungeon bends his head, 


And pit peſtiferous, and ſick infectious be. 


The man whoſe mind with virtne glows, it Th 

Bent on ſome great and good delign, 

Droops not in Siberian ſnows, 

Nor faints below the burning line. 

Though peſtilence in darkneſs ſtray, 

And lightnings flaſh upon his way, --- - 

The Moon by night him ſhall an. Ter 
Nor yet the Sun by day *, 5 Ne 


A thouſand thouſand at his fide ſhall fall, | 
Thick arrows round him fly—ſecure' amidſt them all +. 
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* Pſalm cxxi. „ VVV 


+ * Surely he ſhall deliver thee from the ſnare of the fowler, and from the 


E noiſome peſtilence. He ſhall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wing 


« malt thou truſt : his truth ſhall be thy ſhield and buckler. Thou ſhalt hot be 
« afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the 


4 peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs; nor for the deſtructon that walketh at noon- 
day. A thouſand ſhall fall by thy ide, and ten thouſand at thy right hand; but 
4 it ſhall not come nigh thee,” Pſalm xci, | 
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For on the froſt-arreſted tide 


Alone, unarm'd, as HowaARD trod, 

A famiſh'd monſter by his ſide 

Growling crav'd his food from God * 

The. till voie of Heaven call'd; 

The devourer ſtood appall'& +. 

He ſaw the man and howling. ran 

Back to his native wood. 

The trav'ller paſs'd—with repercuſſive roar 

Deep Volga burſts his chains, and rolls along the ſhore. 


* & The young Lions roar” after their prey, and ſeek their meat from God.“ 
Pfalm civ. | | 


+ © Thow ſhalt tread upon the lion and adder : the young lion and dragon ſhalt 


thou trample under feet.“ Pſalm xci. 
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VII. 

As fond-flutt'ring o'er their young 

Eagles ſpread abroad their. wings *, 

Take them on their pinions ſtrong 

And to his fire the eaglet clings: 

As ſublimely eagles riſe, | 

Bear their young ones to the ſkies, 

And on the breeze o'er lands and feas 

Still forward dart their eyes : 

JEHOVAH bears his children in his arms, 
N ew-born light ſurrounds, new joy charms, 
Celeſtial fire deſcends, and with freſh ardour warms, 


Muſing much on human woes 


As through Paleſtina's vales 


4 


* « As an eagle ſtirreth up her neſt, fluttereth over her young, ſpreadeth abroad 
« her e taketh them, beareth 1 on their wings.” Moſes's Song. — 
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Deut. Axxii, | — 
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1 


The Father of the Friendleſs goes, 

High his ſoul with rapture ſwells; 

Every ſcene his boſom fires, 

And love of Human- Kind inſpires. 

From Heav'n a wind ruſh'd on his mind, 
Fanning divine defires * 

The Mess1an on this ſacred ground 

_ Explor'd the woes of all in forrow bound, 


And pour'd his very ſoul—a balm for every wound! © Fo 


© > - 8 a 
VI R Tux cloth'd in human form 
Awes and charms the human breaſt ; 
Dauntleſs in the threat'ning ſtorm, 
Or bath'd in tears for the diſtreſt. 


1 Such is the analogy between the ſpiritual and material world, that tranſactions 
of the higheſt importance in the former, paſs on and expreſs themſelves in the latter, 

ſo as to become the objects even of ſenſe. Thus, at the deſcent of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Apoſtles, his ſymbols of wind and fire ſenſibly appeared in outward nature. 


Acts ii. ver. 2, 3. 
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Creative Love impregns the mind 
With every weeping virtue kind ; 
On ardent wings, riſing it flings 
Cold Selfiſhneſs behind. 

Thy virtues, HowarD, ſpring n foul to ſoul: 


Compaſſion's ſoothing ſtreams ſhall flow from pole to pole. 


K. 
Nurſes with parental care | 
Smiling orphans abar embrace ; 
Pradtis'd Pity lends an ear 
To every accent of Diſtreſs.. . 
Shining forth through vernal ſhow'rs 
The Sun his ſweeteſt radiance pours y 


In lovelier garb arrays each herb, 


And Nature's face reſtores : 


So Charity, through tears diffuſing ſmiles, 
Like bleſſed dew from Heaven on Miſery diſtils *. 


* Pſalm cxxxiii. 


XI. The 


XI. 
The light the tender-hearted ſhed 


On Sorrow's dark and drear abods: 

Strong reflected on their head, 

Speaks the Providence of Gov. 

For all Mankind ee the Lord 
Unites them by a treble cord 

Inſpir d with grief, that ſweet relief 
They taſte which they afford: 
Conſenting men | their loud applauſes raiſe, 


Inflaming gen'r 'rous zeal with anf glorious praiſe. f 


XII. 
The Man of Sorrows not his own, | 
Familiar with the pris ner pale, Pa 
To tame indifferent, unknown | 
Search'd the horrors of the jail. 
D 6 Congenial 
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Congenial DEMPSTER * in his hand 


Led forth the glory of the land: 


The Senate's praiſe, the Poet's lays, 


His gen'rous ſoul expand. 


Nor waſtes, nor hills, nor ſeas, his love divine, 


Nor plague, nor barbarous antipathy, confine. | Cc: 


Mr. Howaz being called to the bar of the Houſe of Commons to inform them 
of the ſtate of the Goal of Bedford, of which County he was Sheriff, informed 
them with moſt unaffected modeſty, among other things, that he had thought it his - 


duty, in order the better to diſcharge the office of High- Sheriff, to inſpe&t many | 
of the principal Goals of Engtarid. It appeared that his view of theſe had not been 
ſuperficial ; and all the remarks he had made tended to alleviate, as much as poſlible, 


the diſtreſſed condition of that part of our fellow-creatures who were doomed to in- 


habit ſuch manſions. The Houſe was ſtruck with this ſingular inſtance of beneyo- 


lence: and Mr. DEmPsTER moved for the thanks of the Houſe to Mr. Howakp. 


Mr. DrursrER- s motion was warmly ſupported oy Sir Groncr SavILLE, Mr. 


HussEY, Sir CHARLES TURNER, and others. It was agreed to unammouſly : 


though, out of reſpect to forms and precedents, he was not formally thanked, but 


called to the bar and informed, that «© The Houſe had taken notice of, and were well 


<« pleaſed with his diligence, zeal, and humanity”. 
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XII. 
Europe pour d ber warriors forth 
The Holy Land all to . Tegain : : 
The fierce valour of the North 


h 4 Rais'd the enſanguin'd Croſs in vain. 
Feaſtern nations from afar 

Saw the gath'ring ſtorm of war: 

The Creſcent's pride diffuſed wide 

Flam'd forth in dreadful glare ! 

Soft Mercy gains the Hearts that war alarms: : 


Love, Mercy, Truth ſincere hes are the C ERISTIAN' arms. 
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In this heavenly-mild | career 
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Of Chivalry, without it's at, 3 
Shall n lowly-great, appear 


Without one virtue-arm d mate? 
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| No! BraucnameP—BrAUcnane ſhall be. join'd 3 
Alike hi aim, alike his mind; e 
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And Burke humane ſhall mr his ſtrain, 
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In Mercy s cauſe combin' d: 


ii ead, 04290 801 J 
Invite the World to hear, and n their Son to plead. 
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The meek.- eyed Muſes, hov ring o er ei 


CCC i 215. 
XV. : 
£ Fi! rtt þ $188 ) 
As the ſolar rays expand 
j and lift them|hjgh, _ _ 
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A genial mantle oer the Iky ; | 8 


High as the Orbs of Heaven roll | J | 
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The Sun of Truth ales the Soul : 

Whence the Mind * views Human-Kind 

As but one l 

Looks down on all that Strife and Miſery draws, 


* - 


And pities the effect, — the cauſe.” 


* Mercy and Truth are met together; ; Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed: 


each other. Truth ſhall foring out of the earth; ; and i Righteouſneſs ſhall look 


a bx, - 2 F > 7 ' | < IC l [ A” 
60 © down from Heaven.” Pfalm boowy.. - 207 55 „6 : 


XVI. The 
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XVI. 

The harmleſs native of the iſles 
Fruitful Ocean laſt brought forth, 
| Wondering views with ſimple ſmiles 
Royal preſents from the North *: 
Loos'd from the ſoil, the Ruſſian ſlave 
Bleſſes the hand that freedom gave : 
The Auſtrian boor adores a power 
Imperial but to fave : 
And Scotia's howling waſtes, that. Gin mourn'd, | 
To lawns and murmuring towns her gen'rous Chiefs have 
turn'd . 5 8 95 

| XVI. The 


The domeſtic animals, the ſeeds, plants and inſtruments ſent by has preſent 


. to the newly diſcovered iNlands in the South Seas. 


+ The Duke of ARGYLE, the Earl of BREADALBANE, Mr. HUMBERSTON 
IVITACKENZIE of SEAFORTH, with many others of the nobility and gentry of 
Seotland, with equal humanity and ſound policy, have determined to encourage 


the Fiſheries and Induſtry of oy kind, by granting to the poor peaſantry a 
10111 ER permanent 
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XVI. 
The amiſ of vice, the direful Weins 
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Of human miſery, retires; 

Chac'd before the Cherub's wing *, 
Tranſcendant Merit's living fires. 
To man in error's mazes toſt 


The paths of Providence are loſt : 


permanent property in their eſtates, and knocking off what remains of the feu- 
dal ſlavery. And the Duke of Arhol, in particular, has not only given a per- 
petual right of property in his eſtate to the Stanley Cotton Company, but has 
alſo lotted out a large tract of land into a townſhip, where people may build 
houſes, and poſſeſs ſmall fields, on very liberal terms.—It would be unpardonable, 
in mentioning on this occaſion the generoſity of the Scottiſh Chiefs, to paſs by 
the good Earl of K1nNoULL, whoſe liberal way of thinking has diffuſed ſo large 
a portion of induſtry and happineſs over his own eſtate, and who has the glory 
of having taken ſo active a part, under the adminiſtration of Mr. Pelham, in 
the abolition of hereditary juriſdictions, the grand æra of Civil Liberty in 
Scotland. $i 


* « And he rode upon a Cherub and did fly: yea, he did ” —_ the ves 


« of the wind,” Pſalm xviii. 


Illum'd 
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Illum'd the ground, his traces found 

Again are ſeen the moſt. 

For all things from their oppoſites ariſe : | 
Light ſhoots from darkneſs, virtue ſprings from vice: 


JEHOVAH reigns alone Let Heaven and Earth rejoice. 
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